Geography 350 Reading Worksheet

Putnam, Bowling Alone chapters 1-2

Identify:
1. Bridging social capital

2. Bonding social capital

3. Declensionist narratives about community life

Answer:
4.  Were civic engagement and participation in group activities higher in the US in the 1960s or the 1990s?

5. What is social capital and why is it valuable?
6. Is the decrease in political participation due to behavior change within a cohort (intracohort change) or changes between cohorts (intracohort change)?  
7. State and local political parties are “bigger, richer and more professional” than before.  Why, then, does Putnam write that “this picture of vigorous health seems a bizarre parody”?

8. Based on the discussion of Table 1 (p. 45), which forms of civic participation have declined the most?  Which forms have declined the least?
9. The decline in civic participation is greatest among the least educated members of society.  (True or false?)

